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To His Excellency, John J. Jacob, Governor of the State of West Vir- 
\ ginia; ex officio President of the Board of Public Works of the State: 
A of West Virginia: 


0 In obedience to the request of the Board of Public Works, the un- 
| |  dersigned, Commissioner of Immigration for the State of West Vir- 
" ginia, by virtue of appointment under section 2, chapter 156, of 
1 “Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, of 1871,” begs leave td 
_ submit the following report: 
Your Commissioner would report that owing to the short timt since 
- he received his commission, August 1871, is not able to make as fa- 
‚vorable a report of his operations, ashe would desire. He found, on 
entering upon the duties of his office, that there were great and 
: serious obstacles to the successful discharge of the important duties 
of his office, to be overcome. A general prejudice exists against 
the Southern States, with which the State of West Virginia is gener- 
“ally classified ; your Commissioner has done all in his power to re- 
ove it, and in place thereof, as far as it was possible for him to do, to 
ive a correct and full understanding of the vast undeveloped wealth, 
he liberal institutions, and cordial welcome, which our people are 
ever ready to extend to immigrants seeking a new home in our midst, 
Your Commissioner has corresponded with leading gentlemen con- 
nected with emigration, in this country and in Europe, and by every 
means at his command, hasendeavored to give them, and throughthem 
others, correct and reliable information, and has uniformly been met 
by them in a spirit of cordiality, and they have ever expressed a will- 
ngness to further the efforts of your commissioner. 
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Your commissioner visited Baltimore last month, which is now the 
most important enter port, for immigration, on the Southern coast. 
And while seeking to promote immigration to West Virginia, he met 
agents of immigration, of various Western States; among others, the 
agent of the State of Wisconsin, who had justarrived with a ship load 
of five hundred emigrants from Germany, which vessel was lying in: 
the harbor. Your commissioner wenton board, conversing freely with 
the immigrants, and finding out the agencies by which they were in- 
duced to seek their new homes in the West; and was informed, invari- 
ably, that their destination was determined before they left their homes 
in the Old World. 

Such is the case, your commissioner is led to believe from reliable 
information in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred. | 

The future home oftheimmigrant in this country, is determined be- 
fore he leaves his old home— either by letter from friends and rela- 
tions who have preceded him, or by influences adduced to him at 
home by representations of the various State agencies for the promo- 
tion of immigration to their respective States. Your commissioner be- 
lieves that few emigrants come to this country under any other eir- 
cumstances, and that little can be done by efforts in this country 
directed to the emigrant after his arrival on our shores. And that 
the only favorable plan to promoteimmigration to the young and vig- 
orous State, would be by sending a competent agent abroad, to there 
lay before the crowded populations of the old ‘world the advantages 
offered by our State; to see that the emigrant is protected from im- 
positionand that class of sharpers who seek out the emigrants as their 
peculiar prey, from the time they leave their old homes until their 
arrival at their destination in this eountry. Such an agent should 
select the locality to be colonized, and have complete maps, surveys 
and accurate and truthful description of the locality in the different 
languages with price ofland, and the cost of subsisting their families 
until they can make crops, before they leave Europe. A colony of . 
such people as I met in Baltimore, honestly dealt with and located in 
West Virginia, would prove the best agency for the inducement of 
immigration to this State. This is the only successful way to reach 
the foreign emigrant. . 

The bestand only means, in the opinion 01 your commissioner, by 
which to reach our American population, is simply by disseminating 
such intelligence throughout the Union by pamphlets, tracts and all 
other agencies of the press. Your commissioner has done all the lim- 
ited time at his command would enable him to do in this direction. 
He particularly has ındeavored to develop the manufacturing interests 
of the State, andit affords him pleasure to reportthat owing to his exer- 
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tions two large companies with ample capital have determined to settle 
in our midst. / 

Your commissioner, begs leave to express the opinion, that of our 
American people, the citizens of Western Pennsylvania are the best 
adapted, by previous training, for the peculiar industries of our State, 
&c., by reason of the similarity of their land to our own. 

Western Pennsylvania with fewer natural advantages, and under 
greater difficulties than would have to be surmounted in our country, 
has been developed into one of the wealthiest sections of the Union, 
and the same agencies brought to bear upon this State, would be at- 
tended by like results, if not more magnificent and gratifying. 

AN of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. MAYRBR. 


Commissioner of Immigration. 


CHARLESTON, December, 1871. 
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